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SUBJECT: BIOGRAPHICAL BACKGROUND OE DENIS BRA KANON, MINISTER OE 
AGRICULTURE 

REF: ABIDJAN 7203 

1. NEWLY NAMED AGRICULTURE MINISTER BRA KANON IS A BETE, BORN 
EEBRUARY 4, 1936, IN DALOA. HE RECEIVED HIS PRIMARY AND SECONDARY 
EDUCATION IN BOUAKE AND ABIDJAN BEEORE GOING TO ERANCE IN 1957 
EOR ADVANCED STUDIES. HE ENROLLED EIRST AT THE ECOLE NATIONALE 
SUPERIEURE D' AGRONOMIE IN TOULOUSE AND LATER AT MONTPELLIER 
WHERE HE RECEIVED HIS DEGREE IN AGRICULTURAL ENGINERING IN 1962. 

2. THE SAME YEAR, BRA KANON RETURNED TO IVORY COAST AND SERVED 
A LEW MONTHS AS THE AGRICULTURE CHIEF IN BONDOUKOU. THE 
EOLLOWING YEAR, HE BEGAN HIS CAREER WITH SATMACI(SOCIETY EOR 
TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE EOR AGRICULTURAL MODERNIZATON IN IVORY 
COAST) WHICH IS PART OF THE MINISTRY OE AGRICULTURE. HE BECAME 
DIRECTOR GENERAL O THE SAME ORGANIZATIN IN 1966, A POST HE 
HELD UNTIL HIS LATEST PROMOTION. 

3. BRA KANON IS A MEMBER OE THE POLITICAL BUREAU OE THE PDCI 
AND A VICE PRESIDENT OE THE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL 

4. COMPETENT AND AMBITIOUS, BRA KANON HAS BEEN MENTIONED AS A 
POSSIBLE MINISTER OE AGRICULTURE AND HAS PUSHED HIS OWN CANDIDACY 
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SINCE THE LATE 1960'S. HE HAS MADE NO SECRET OE HIS DESIRE EOR 
THE POST OR OF HIS FEELING HE DESERVED IT RATHER THAN THE 
"FOREIGNER" SAWADOGO. BRA KANON IS POLISHED, PERSONABLE, AND 
VERY CONEIDENT OE HI ABILITIES. HE IS MARRIED AND THE LATHER 
OE LOUR CHILDREN. COOKE 
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